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Framingham Resident is Recognized as Toastmasters A rea 
Governor of the Year  

 
Y.S. Kim, a resident of Framingham, MA, was awarded the Area Governor 
of the Year award within District 31 of Toastmasters International for 
2008-2009.   District 31 covers Toastmasters clubs in Eastern 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island.  Kim led Area E-1 in District 31 to finish 
the year as President’s Distinguished Area, the highest recognition an area 
can achieve.  She also led Area E-3, which she had taken over in February 
2009, to finish the year as Distinguished Area.  As Area E-1 and E-3 
Governors, Kim was responsible for overseeing six clubs in Worcester, 
MA and five clubs in Framingham, MA.  This honor, which recognizes an 
Area Governor in each District whose service to members, Clubs and the 
District exemplifies extraordinary leadership, is awarded annually to the 
top Area Governor in districts within Toastmasters.  Kim was selected for 
the award from 34 Toastmasters International Area Governors in the 
district.   
 
Bash Turay, District 31 Governor for 2008-2009, and a Toastmasters Past International Director, said the 
following about Kim:  
 

“Area Governor of the Year Award recipient, Distinguished Toastmaster Y.S. Kim, is a 
turbocharged Toastmaster.  She personally accomplished all the communication and leadership 

measures she promoted and encouraged others to attain them.  She built a strong team spirit among 
the clubs in her area, and volunteered to fill a leadership gap in another. Toastmasters needs more 

dedicated leaders like Y.S. Kim.” 
 
Kim said, “It’s an honor for me to receive this special recognition.  I thank my team members for their 
commitment, dedication, passion and hard work.  I have learned that teamwork truly makes anything 
possible and everything better.”  
 
Kim, who is now serving as Club President for Talk of the Town Club, located in Newton, MA, was born 
and raised in South Korea and came to the United States when she was 18 years old.  She considers herself 
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very lucky to be a citizen of this great nation, where Kim, who is also a member of multiple Toastmasters 
clubs, was given many wonderful opportunities academically and professionally.  Her appreciation for this 
country was further manifested when she traveled 8,922 miles by car from Massachusetts to California in 
2007 covering 30 states.   
  
Kim’s hobbies include reading, attending opera, and visiting museums.  She used to be an avid basketball 
fan of Michael Jordan and had his life-size poster in her living room.  Kim also used to attend University of 
Michigan football and basketball games while she was working for Ford in Dearborn, Michigan. 
 
Toastmasters International is a worldwide nonprofit organization that encourages and helps members 
become more experienced and comfortable in front of an audience.  Its members generally meet weekly, 
where participants learn and practice public speaking skills, such as delivering a prepared speech or 
making an impromptu speech. Experienced members can make a greater impact on their job, in their 
churches and communities, and indeed contribute to nation building, and the development of humanity.   

 
From a humble beginning in 1924 at the YMCA in Santa Ana, California, Toastmasters International has grown 
to become a world leader in helping people become more competent and comfortable in front of an audience.  
The nonprofit organization now has nearly 250,000 members in 12,000 clubs in 106 countries, offering a proven 
way to practice and hone communication and leadership skills.  There is no instructor; instead, each speech and 
meeting is critiqued by a member in a positive manner, focusing on what was done right and what could be 
improved.  More information is available at www.toastmasters.org.   

 
District 31 comprises approximately 160 individual clubs with approximately 3,000 members.  More 
information is available at www.district31.org.   
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